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chiefly held and taught by the philosophers, but, as the
century ran its course, they penetrated the statesman class.
The statesman who had had no purpose save to serve the
"grandeur" of the king, or to perpetuate a dynasty, gave
way to statesmen who had strong national feeling and
national ideals, and who eagerly sought means to realize
their ideals. Having as yet no definite notion, based on
facts of observation and experience, of what a human
society or a nation is, and no adequate knowledge of the
nature and operation of social forces, they were driven to
empirical processes which they could not test, or measure,
or verify. They piled device upon device and failure upon
failure. When one device failed of its intended purpose
and produced an unforeseen evil, they invented a new de-
vice to prevent the new evil. The new device again failed
to prevent, and became a cause of a new harm, and so on
indefinitely.
2. Among their devices for industrial prosperity were
(1) export taxes on raw materials, to make raw materials
abundant and cheap at home; (2) bounties on the export
of finished products, to make the exports large; (3) taxes
on imported commodities to make the imports small, and
thus, with No. 2, to make the "balance of trade" favorable,
and to secure an importation of specie; (4) taxes or prohibi-
tion on the export of machinery, so as not to let foreigners
have the advantage of domestic inventions; (5) prohibition
on the emigration of skilled laborers, lest they should carry
to foreign rivals knowledge of domestic arts; (6) monop-
olies to encourage enterprise; (7) navigation laws to foster
ship-building or the carrying trade, and to provide sailors
for the navy; (8) a colonial system to bring about by po-
litical force the very trade which the other devices had*
destroyed by economic interference; (9) laws for fixing
wages and prices to repress the struggle of the non-capitalist
class to save themselves in the social press; (10) poor-laws